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' WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

29 August 1950

A
-

Ay
s

MEMORANDUM FOR L4, Gen. W. B. Smith >/

:',A . - ;“ - K . ‘)"
1. There are forwarded herewith for your per-
sonal files one copy each of the following documents:

a. Hearing held before the Senate Comimittee
on Armed Services om the nomination of Li. Gen.
Walter Bedell Smith to he Director of Central
Intelligence Agency; = =~ C

~ b. The Congressional Record for Friday,
25 August 1950, page 13612, "Nominations in
the Armed Services'; . - T

c. The COngreSEiidgai,Record for Monday,
28 August 1950, the sectiomn entitled "Director
of Central Intelligence' commencing on page
13808. R

2. You will note from the Congressional Records
~ attached herewith that Senator Wayne L. Morse was in
charge of your nomination on the Floor. As you know,
the Chairman of the Senate Armed Services Committee,
before which you appeared, was Senator Millard Tydings.
The Vice President presided over the Senate at the time

of confirmation,

Walter L.. Pfo
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NOMINATION OF LIEUTZNANT GENERAL WALTER BETELL SMITH
- T0 BE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY
NOMIKATIONS (Ref. ®o. 379)
S. 2971 and H.R. 438%
Thursday, August éb R -1950.
United Jtates Senmate,
| Committee on Armed Services,
| - Vashington, D. 0
The committee met, pursuant to oall, at 10:45 a.m., in
_room 212, Senate Office Bu!.ldi.ng,' Somtor Millard E. Tydings
(chairman) presiding. -
Present: Senators Tydings (chairman), Byrd, Chapman,
Johnson (of Texas), Kefauver, Hunt, Saltonatali, and Knovland
Also present: Mark H. Galusla, of the Commitee Staff;
Roar Admiral Roscoe H. m.uonkoottor, Dlroctor of Central In-
telligence; Thomas J. Canning, corpl or Bngl.noorl, Department
or Army; and Oliver J. Domlorro. Adnl.niatnuvo Auuunt to
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. Seonator Mgnoon.
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NONINATION OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL WALTER BEDELL SMITH
70 BE DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTRLLIGENCE AGENCY
Thursday, August 2%, 1950
. " The Cnatrman. ‘I think ve might 'go ahead, General. We
" have five members here, and a couple of more are coming, and
all of us are prott: busy.
We are very familiar vith your background as a uiliury
- man, Anb;uador to Russia, General, and we are very m_nnm-
vith your record as one of 6ur outstanding military men in
‘Vorld Var II, and, as T stated, Ambassador to Moscov, to Russ!
and ocertainly that vou@:t to be an excellent background for uu
~ very diffiocult job to vhich you have just been nominated, to 1
head of the Central Intfolugonoo Aéoncy. ' | |
I hu'd;y knov uor anybody wvho, on qualiﬁoatiom, ought
to be able to £111 it with more dtatinction and more effioten
than yourself, because Russia seems to be the thing ve vant ¢c
| knov most about, and your urvice_ over there, both as a soléie
lnd“u Ambassador, ought »to eminently qualifry you.
| STATEMENT OF LIEUTENANT GENERAL WALTER BEDELL SKITH,
' NOMINER AS DIRECTOR OF CENTRAL INTRLLIGRNCE AGENOY.
General Smith. ‘Thank you, sir. |
The Chairman. And Admiral Hillenkoetter is also in this
ploture, and as he leaves, I think I would 1like to express on
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’ §oopomtion vith us, partiocularly ai.néo he vas the first he
 of this agency, and got it orgnued and got 1t going

: ~ Admiral Hillenkoetter. Thank you very nmoh, air.‘

~ The Chairman. Nov, I vill turn this over.to the membe:
‘of the committes. Semator Byrd, do you have any questions |
vould like to ask General Smith? |

Bonatdr Byrd Ko questions, except I approve of him, &
mu vote for him. | |

The Chairman. Senator Chapmen?

Senator Chapman. Mr. Chairman, I have no qhostiom mf
ask the General, _but I an; sure by reason of his axporiénco fa
pudblic service, both civil and military, he is admirably
qualiried "for.i:his important assignment. | |

: Geno}ral Smith. manl; you. e
The Chairman. SOnator J‘ohnaon?
Senator Johnnon I 'am very happy that he has found it

- possible to undertake the position.

The Chairman. Senator Saltonstall?

7 Senator Saltonstall. The only question T would like to
‘uk the General, in viev of a1l ’the nevspaper reports that v
_ have had, to ask on the record hov is your health, and do ¥e
' m1 physiocally oonpotont to do this’ job as rou are capablo

B dotng 12

Aanawal Ril‘f!.h- U1t  +ha 'ﬂnatﬁm"nﬁv th‘l‘hnnh'ﬁn- ey |



kmov that T am or I vill be bu-ua' in the meantime you
will have gotten a year's service. I think so. I think ‘so
because I believe I am in better shape nov than I vas durin
the var, given a 1ittle time to gain soms veight.
The Chairman. Vell, ve hope 80, General. | ‘
-General Smith. I hope so, too. I have gotten rid of
' ‘the thing that caused me the troudle.
The Chairman. Semator Kefauver?
Senator Kefauver. MNr. Chairmen, I think Genersl Saith
| is an omouont selection for this job., I havo Just ﬂnuh
reading "Three Years in Moscov", but I vould 1ike to kmow 91
thing about vhether this wvork is going to be enlarged in g,tf
magnitude.
" It would seem to me that particularly in Asia ve have
been nseding very badly some way to at least cause some con
and diversity of opinion .bohind tho lines of the enemy. I |
./ to see the yellov people united in their opposition to us.
" Doss that come wder the purviev of the assigmment that you
7o rave? . |
General Smith. I think that Admiral Hillenkoetter wil!
have to answer that 1n detall, Senmator, dbut I believe, in s
general wvay, that it does. |
I have studiously uotdod ‘doing anything except read t!
lav carefully, the Act vhich created this institution, its {



- Force Report, on the agency. .
Senator Kefauver. In other vords, the fype of wvork tha
- GQeneral mnovan did during tho last var? ‘
General Smith. There 1: one department of the Contral
| 'Inbolugonco Agency vhich 1is responsible for ‘that typo of ' vo!
but I.vould prefer to defer to Admiral Hillenkoetter on that

| 1 1I mb.y.
L Senator Kefauver. No other questions, Mr. Chairmen.

The Chairman. Senator Knowland? | |

, Son!for Knovland. Mr. Ghaimn, I came in late, and I

am sorry that I missed vhat vent on previously. :
m chatman. I an jnat uking 1f you vant to havo a?;-

questions pf the Genml.

Senator Knovland. Ianm delightod to see the General ag

‘T think the last time I sav him vas in Berlin. "

- General Smith. I remember that very wvell.

.. Senator Knovland. I remsumber him from his prior assign
“ment, and I think he vill make an excellent head of this org
‘ ution, vhich is important. / oo |

yi I wvould not wvant the opportunity to ‘pass vithout at thi
time also saying a word, as one menber of this oomittoo on.
the constmotivo job done by Admiral Hnlonkoettcr.

As a member of the -Approprutions c{:myitm, I have ha¢

mena st andl Sume ol Ll savasedm ssde € mle - ol Sean Sl N aodh wse



http:olledepart.nt

indicated rnthor cl 7 .
north of the 38th parallel, the clearing of a line north of
thﬁ 36th parallel of several kilometers br all oilvnian‘ popula=-
tion, vhioh is certainly a danger signal, the building of roads
t" and bridges, and reinforcing them tovards the frontier vhioch,
I think, is a major danger signal, and I would say to the
General that I hope in addition to getting the mtomtio:_:
vhich is his job, there will be some way found so that those
vho receive it from you may, perhaps, pay more attention to 1}
than, I think, vas paid to the reports that vere available to
the. responsible agencies of the Government. |
General Smith. What you say, Senator, is very pat. I

- do not vant to take your time, but my mind from the very begin-
ning of this thing has gone back to the events vhich took place
' before the battle of the Ardennes. I am thinking of some of
3 Hnlohkooﬁtor'n tro\kzblos'. , | |

Ten days bqrm that satuo started our Chief of Intelli-
_genoe at SHARF, General Strong, at the staff roon’roronoo' one
- morning said that there vai every indication tlua:_t the aemnl
are about to attempt a major counterattack. In the first place
he said, the relieving divisions vhich have gone into the line
have stayed, and the relisved divisions, vhich usually come out
at the end of four days, have not come out, and they have
doubled their strength in ten days.
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* from the line; six divisions, usually going back for refitti
’ vo can trace them, but they had radio silence, and obviously
they are concentrating for some purpose. |

in the third place, ve have detected a fleet of submari
in the Atlantic which, for the last week or ten days, had be
sending back long-range weather reports three times a day, a
from that ve coms to the conclusion that the Germans will un
. take a counmteroffensive, that it vill come at the first peri
vhen they can confidently predict bad weather, wvhen ve cannf)
use our planes; we ocannot proaict that it vill come at Arda;u
or at Strusburg, but at some placo.

Vhan 1t came there vas an immediate yovl "F‘auura of
.'mtelngunoo, and nt nobody could have been more acourate}“
forevarned. | There ve vere. We had only three divisions 1nz
reserve, but that 1s all we had, and there you are. |

80, as I just said to Senmator Tyaméa, to really meet

vhat popular conception there is of the Chief of Intelligeno

there are only tvo personalities that I know of vho might do
~One 18 God, and the other is 3Stalin, and I do not knov that

" even God can do 1t because I do not knov vhether he is clﬁso
| enough in touch with Uncle Joe to knov vhat he is talking ab
| 'I'ho Chairman. I wanted to help General Smith out to |

ansver, and I suggésted that one of the first things to do v

i Mass Rl e e smde o wocvver add Shim The comenm d o in AT e e - o O an e 4 an o



the weather in the United States.

(Luughtu'.)'

Senator Saltonstall. I would vant to stand up for the
Farmers' Almanac in Nev Bngland, vhioh very naturally has a
high rox;utati.ou.

" - The Chairman. I get them both.

Senator Saltonstall. Mr. Chairman, might I just say,

- that I certainly commend vhat Senator Knovland said about the

oi‘g&nlution that Admiral Hillenkoetter built up, and from

- sitting on the Approprunm cmittoo and sitting on this

. committee, I think that General sutn is 1nhorit.!.ng an organ!

sation that has a good background and & good otart. and I u

- confident that he vill duild it up.

- General Smith. Thank you, sir.

The Chatrman. Semator Hunt?

~ Semator Hunt. No comments, Mr. Chairman, except to say

,‘ that I am pliaud 1_:6 see th§ General get on this particular |

‘ The Ohairman. Thank you. |

o " Now, gcntlmn, I do not think vo ought to swear Oannra]
| 'Smith or put him to a third degres or give him the usual

treatment of tlking him into the steam room here.

o (Laughter.) |

The Chatrman. I think ve might as well let him go and

tell him that I think he has a pretty good chance of being
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Gemeral Smith. - Thank you,.Mr. Chairman, and thank you

vory much, gentlemén, for these statements.
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